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bear Rary (hk» JP), 

i'or the- first titae ainct tho nigh.: of hod* a call* which Wa;> two before his last 
trl? I got what nost people would ooa.-id.er a night 1 :; Iseop laft night* (’Bkj ni^ht 

he ceiled I couidn* 1 sleep and wa. back at wort: at 1 * 30 a*m* r /;ic aicJ*ixt h« mr h&r® I g> t 
tv«> iiours sleep.) It is incredible to bo that I could sleep at all bc-caus-.. of the rjquu 
ajiape nil is in. ana tho two things she elected to talk about, meaning she brought thorn up, 
aside fro:.; tho way she* feels, while wo were having son® tea before 1 w- nt to eed. one is 
her independont decision, for I hatin' 1 discussed it with her, that having don- whet the 
deal with ued required of m, X have no ctioico but to abandon eveiything else, aoce of 
which involves a six-figure danage suit, and cooplotc it. I agree, ana feeling so much 
better when 1 got up a hit after five, began it. it the point where X stopped after sed a 
call, for that was all X needed to know the es sen tials. Xhe otter wau finances, Rte wonts 
to get a job, which is unlreastie because her regular tax otapioyiaent begins in two smths 
and because she isn't up to long-tine work. She tax season aloha is too jaucivfor her. I, of 
course, an as dose as anyone can be to totally uneraploayable with the work I've bean doing. 

I use the word context often, ana X think too mudi is out of it. Our finances, as o. this 
ninute, ar theses When 1 get a carton of cigarettes, which I don't dar. not do t. is pr. 
whan - iutvo to go into town, and if nil has no shopping to do, I will have 36.0G. tfli this 
X nust go to DC honday, neat with hud and <J&n on tho day case and ny statcusmt to tho ■ 

Sen. Jud. Cod. on Powell '‘•no other critic thought of it, and all hod xaore tiao), park the 
car and spend the rest of tte day walking, which will cost only C3.00, one. got hono. fhis 
is tte context of our liven, it is wiiat influences how wo think, act ana react. 

..pH x ached, because yesterday was a nice one. Aside fron a brisk noarin, wall; 1 
spent hour ’md a half in brisk outoide e*erci8e, iiidud^ as a nachctero, a career ^ 

I'll resucsi today when the dew is gone. fte body and the pltioe both need it. So, if it is 
surpraiug that l slept, X did , and it was ratter refreshing. 1 started going over tin: lest 
of HR* s suggestions and corrections on the panel part of jpl. r fwo thing:: caz® to ndnd tnat 
iliunLnate what * "have written, iaoate case pe^&^ Mda t axp l ft i n ykiUgh» andiaf airnesa 
to you 1 feel A should interrupt tte.woric 'to go ih1sO'ii.v ^ 5 : V: _> - 

dad asked coward for a copy of Howard's book so te could evaluate what •*• aay about 
tho ,dical stuff with what Reward did. <-ow, first of all, when Red was supposedly working 
on a competitive book, there is an ethical question which X pass over, hut -'04 never 
q rAsitii uq x£ Howard had aade this evaluation in person. X then told bin lie 'had. In fact, 
had her*.' to do is ana after ho loft 1 sent Ida a copy of ouch and every change, it 
i 3 extensive work for both of us, as ho will tell you. Self-portrait of hod: Ids unique 
coubiiiatioa of superintelloct, auperreasonini;power, auperlaatant knowledge, permits him to 
read that uart of this that Howard put on paper and Bake more out of it alone than Howard 
can with that plus wtet is in his rtLnd plus what he haa seen in cy files plus what wu have 
diBcuar-ed plus our discussions of differences as well as fact and agreements ate if I took 
tjiae I'd probably find a few otter plusuos. Kxoept for idi'ton, I sau to it tuat everyone 
c pnside red a responsible critic by anyone got copies of the two older parts of the book, 
done, t -i ka Fn, mode good aigeationa already incorporated in it. dpi didn't take ties, nor did 
Gyrll. Or, neither discovered tte error there was. hot nary er any of ttem. I know that nick 
iHii. _.o, what Was Rod really up to, not what did ho say te ii;tc .ded: 

iio-ard, 1st ae aay, i- quite capable of pu suing a point sith vigor. farli r this no rs i a g, 
Pqi- x discussing each of his corr:c tion- anci suggestions with iiin, tha undeviatin^ practise, 
your auper atad to tiK cont ary notwithstanding, X pointed out to hiia tlu^t t he lecture he 
deli vered eonfusud tte point he was ranking in ry Kind, he is vifiorwas, not t u3i d . <»te there 
arc legitia-vb- differences, vinicii tep, ns to te tire last thing I want into with. Mo teiore 
x wont for a wiak, wiXju it occuroa to rae X owe you tiioeo couple of explanations. X took. 

5 >iia sontoiice in tte panel r port X-t rally i"A well defined zone of discoloration of -ho 




edge of the back wound, most pronounced on its upper and outer mar Ins, identifies it aa 
having the characteristics of the entrance wound of a Duller." I regard this as at beat 
inadequate, at worst deception ana error. Howard says that because the panel also says 
that there was abrasion -and tliey do not say abrasion is a characteristic of an entrance 
•■ound but Ho ward knows it is (true), I am unfair to the panel. I disagree, as I have 
told him, also foreefuliy and with my own lecture. But my point here is that on a question 
like this, while I have eonsidered Howard's opinion, I disagree with it. whether or not 
both positions are tenable, and I happen to believe that mine, not Howard's, is the correct 
position, i*m not about to have lied or Howard or anyone else impose their "judgement over 
mine on my work, and I think it is outrageous than anyone would be presumptions enough to 
do it, Question me, of course; argu. another aide, certainly, Bemand proof? Reasonable, 

But dictate, and presume to? But what nan in what kind of intellectual occupation, most of 
all research and writing, would agree to this condition and preserve or deserve any self- 
respect? and what of the man who would demand it? S pecially when that man has to have least 
factual knowledge of anyone who can even claim to have done any work in the field and - 

has done no more than road and talk. Or, has nothing but second-hand knowledge at best? 

I have in every case, with everything I have done, tested my work to the degree 
possible, beginning by challenging all the Cocuhtssion, son-.- of the lawyers, Hoover, Rowley 
et al, the autopsy doctors and God knows who else to confront it and disprove it. In k; 
every case, as I came io know critics, I did the same, beginning wath WWII. Even. Jerry 
who claims to no detailed knowledge of the case, will tell you that 1 have solicited his 
critical com ent on the comprehensibility and lucidity of the writing, and have chided him 
because on the one hand he is critical of these things aau on the other doesn't read until, 
it at all, after the retyping is done. So, even the inference is a libel. Of all those possible, 
the one least qualified for the role he demands is Ned. And it is a role no honest person 
can permit with hi3 own work. 

So you can understand the enormous amount of wasted time that this makes almost 
inevitable, I dee you a specific example. At the time I wrote the panel part, certain things 
were more than reasceafle, seemed to be the case, partofthe obfuscation. But in the course 
of my own pursuit of further knowledge, something others did without elidting it, I learned 
from Fisher that the seeming truth isn't, reasonable as it seems. I made two references to 
it. I spotted and corrected the second one, but not the first. How, if I can't correct the 
first in the same space, it moans remaking every page page in that paragraph beginning with 
it. In some cases, this has taken as much as one of ny very long days. 

Add 66 this other things, like indexing. And Lil is or has completed the re-inedexing 
oi the lirst part. if not the econd (we don^t check on each otiier) and the kinds of tiling we 
can learn between now and whenever-if ever-I can print the book, and you can get a very 
faint glimmer of the cost in time to prepare a book: for printing when corrections have to 
be made, and this is a large book. With one of Bed's restrictions, cost, I had to eliminate 

every reference to (see pp. ) necause I could not know whether that particular document 

Could be included within the cost limitation. This is already dbne with the first part and 
is ready for incorporation in the second, ^ having found and noted (X sure as hell hope) 
all cases and -“il having typed the necosary corrections in the pnael part. 

Are you beginning to get an idea of how I feel, what the real costs to us are, in time, 
in unnecessary aggravation and emotional tear and wear, in worry of other kind, in even the 
slight costs in cash which, I again remind you, to us are never slight? Or why we both feel 
as, regardless of how stronjjy I may have stated it, I cannot possibly have communicated to 
you? The realities ere the conditions or our lives, not t oue of any others. Go let me close 
with an example of a very slight, really insignificant thing in terms of its meaning and 
cost to me: as you know, for you ana my doctors confirmed it, I can use wine as a substitute 
for the prescribed tranquilizers, and I do ana prefer to. Of course, when he was here, Ned was 
upset, i -iip en to t ink for reasons other thaif he has told anyone or admitted to himself. 

In any event, he hit the wine he was drinking lil^p" to us because she prefers that to what 
my doctor told me is the better tranquilizer, vort 1 don't begrudge him the wine. He needed it 
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